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Assessing Your Own Work:  The Survey Design Assignment
1. Think about your survey questions.  Remember some of the weaknesses of this form of research.  Did the questions you asked give your respondents a chance to:

a) answer dishonestly in order to avoid embarrassment?  Explain why or why not.

b) answer dishonestly in an attempt to please you, the survey designer?  Explain why or why not.

2. Read the section of our textbook from page 31 to 34.  Was your sample random or stratified?  Explain your answer in detail.
3. Imagine what you would do differently if this was not just an assignment a high school teacher has given you.  If you had been hired by a research company to conduct your survey, and you liked the job and the pay that came with it, and to keep the job your survey had to be professionally designed and conducted so that the results would be as valid as possible, what changes would you make in the following areas:

a) The design of your survey:

b) The survey process:

c) Sample Selection

4. How do you achieve a representative sample?  

5.  Explain how generalizing your results to a larger population has limits. (Hint: textbook pg 33)
